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Maxwell  brings  conference  to 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


to  find  the  common  ground. 
You  can't  major  on  dirorences. 
Once  we  made  the  major  deci¬ 
sion  —  relocation  —  the  rest  of 
the  changes  were  easy." 

On  this  topic.  Maxwell  said, 
"I  used  to  think  leaders  liked 
conference  to  change  and  followers  don't, 
irch,  Madison,  on  That's  not  true;  leaders  don't 
like  change  anymore  than  fol- 
rence,  co-spon-  lowers  unless  it's  their  idea, 
ississippi  Baptist  "Losing  people  after  change 
Board  (MBCB),  is  a  sign  or  success.  You  can't 
'roximately  600  make  everyone  happy  and 
m  both  Chnstian  bring  about  change. 

Ids.  "A  clown  is  called  to  make 

lity  Leadership  everyone  happy.  Want  to  be  a 
^Conference  leader  or  a  clown?" 

I  has  enjoyed  In  dealing  with  conflict, 
I  large  crowds  Maxwell  said,  "You've  got  to 
■  during  the  have  a  strong  belief  in  your 
1 2001  national  future.  You  must  focus  on  your 
I  tour,  with  vision.  You  Have  to  start  influenc- 
I  stops  in  cities  ing  the  leaders  behind  die  scenes. 
I  from  Tampa  to  "When  there  is  no  hope  for 
I  Los  Angeles  to  the  future,  there's  no  power  for 
BjDetroit.  Are  present.  We  get  our  energy 
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LEADERSHIP  LESSONS  —  Several  members  of  (he  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  attended  the  Reality  Leadership 
Conference  hosted  by  John  Maxwell  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison, 
October  19.  Debating  the  finer  points  of  the  conference  are  (from 
left)  Dor^urmSonny  Adkins,  Steve  Stone,  Jerry  Mixon,  and  Torn 
Prathel.lPRbli)  lony  Martin) 


from  the  belief  tnat  things  are 
going  to  get  better." 

hfexwell  conducted  a  phone 
interview  with  Karen  Ford, 
director  for  a  national  sales  com¬ 
pany.  Ford  had  failed  at  her  ini¬ 
tial  attempt  in  building  a  sales 
team,  but  after  retrenching  and 
dealing  with  her  personal  skills, 
was  able  to  achieve  her  goals. 


■  combination 
of  lecture, 
media,  interac¬ 
tive  elements, 
and  work¬ 
book  exercises. 
Maxwell  pre¬ 
sented  the  conference 
designed  to  help  participants 
"overcome  their  greatest  __ 
leadership  challenges."  ^9 
The  conference  covered 
four  primary  topics: 
Influencmg  Cna^e;  Re-^| 
solving  Conflict;  I^velop-^f 


"I  came  to  realize  that  if  I  to  get  back  up.  More  leaders 
couldn't  lead  myself,  I  couldn't  stop  leading  because  of  their 
lead  others,"  Ford  said.  emotional  response  to  failure 

"Leaders  need  to  learn  to  fail  than  any  other  reason." 
properly,"  Maxwell  stated.  "How  do  you  develop  lead- 
’'Most  people  don't  know  how  ers?"  Maxwell  asked.  "You  find 
to  fail.  When  you  fail,  you  can  the  potential  leaders  and  equip 
leave  the  situation,  or  you  can  them  to  do  the  task." 
develop  the  emotional  capacity  The  final  session  used  a  video 

■  case  study  featuring  Kevin 

Myers,  pastor  of 
Crossroads  Community 
Church  near  Atlanta.  Myers 
was  faced  witit  die  ordeal 
of  firing  a  church  staffer 
who  was  his  closest  friend. 

"You  make  this  kind  of 
tough  call  when  you're 
faced  with  living  wifii  the 
problems  of  growth  versus 
die  problems  of  stagnation. 
When  you're  convinced 


AND  FURTHERMORE  — 
John  Maxwell,  founder  and 
president  of  the  Injoy  Group  in 
Norcross,  Ga.,  drives  home  a 
pointed  comment  during  the 
Reality  Leadership  Conference 
at  Ridgecrest  Church  in 
Madison,  October  19.  (Photo 
by  Tony  Martin) 


the  Tough  Call. 

Maxwell  creatively 
addressed  the  leadership 
challenges  faced  by  minis¬ 
ters,  church  leaders,business 
leaders,  and  dvic  leaders. 

"Leaders  go  first,"  said 
Maxwell,  "and  when  it 
comes  to  change,  leaders 
must  be  the  first  to  lead  the 
wav  as  well." 

Maxwell  used  a  video 
featuring  Brad  Powell,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Northridge  Church, 
Detroit,  to  develop  this 
theme.  Powell,  faced  with  a 
declining  chu^  in  a  tran¬ 
sitional  neighborhood  in 
Detroit,  realized  that  the 
church  had  had  its  glory 


WhaTs  in  the 
Record 


you've  identified  the  prob¬ 
lem,  when  your  wirming 
season  is  fadmg,  and  when 
you  realize  that  it's  your 
responsibility  as  a  leader  - 
that's  when  you  make  the 
tough  call,"  Maxwell  said. 

Maxwell,  54,  is  a  former 
senior  pastor.  He  has  writ¬ 
ten  21  books,  including 
The  17  Indisputable  Laws 
of  Teamwork,  and  The 
Ri^t  to  Lead. 

Two  of  his  books  — 
Failing  Forward:  Turning 
Your  Failures  Into  Step¬ 
ping  Stones  for  Success, 
ancT  The  21  Irrefutable 
I^ws  of  Leadecriup 
earned  spots 'on  the  New 
York  times  business  best 
sellers  list. 


MBC  schedule 


Directions 


days  years  earlier  under  the 
pastorate  of  J.  Frank  Norris 
of  Fort  Worth. 

He  realized  that  in  order 
to  survive,, the  churched 
to  relocate,  '^"fore  yoii 
change  an  organizatiOTf,'* 
Pow^l  stated,  ^you've  got 


Sunday  School  lessons 


Practical  Principles 


The  necessity,  absurdity  of  war 


The  United  States  of  America  has  svif-  the  Germans  at  the  Somme  in 
fer^  CTave  war  crimes  with  the  ter-  an  attempt  to  relieve  the  pres- 
rorist  destruction  of  tfie  World  Trade  svire  on  \ferdun. 

Towers  in  New  York  City,  the  attack  on  the  Through  months  of  attacks 
Pentagon  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  and  covmterattacks  at  Verdim, 
crash  of  the  hijacked  jetliner  in  the  French  suffered  540,000 
Pennsylvania.  That  much  is  certain.  casualties  cmd  the  Germans  lost 

The  United  States  has  also  been  the  vie-  more  than  430,000  soldiers.  In 
tim  of  acts  of  war  in  the  recent  past,  in  the  the  Battles  of  the  Somme,  the 
form  of  the  deadly  bombings  of  the  U.S.S.  Allies  took  more  than  600,000 
Cole  in  Yemen,  the  embassies  in  Africa,  and  casualties  and  the  Germans  lost 
Khobar  Towers  in  Saudi  Arabia,  to  naihe  more  than  500,000  soldiers, 
only  a  few  of  the  most  infamous  crimes.  In  the  end  —  after  almost 

Now  that  the  government  has  fixed  the  two  million  casualties  —  the 

■  blame  for  these  atrocities  on  Osama  Germans  withdrew  without 
bin  Laden,  our  country  is  resolute  having  advanced 
in  bringing  about  his  downfall  and 
eliminating  the  threat  posed  by 
other  meirmers  of  the  well-estab¬ 
lished  worldwide  terror  network. 

We  are  at  war,  <ind  justifiably  so. 

We  should  never  be  guilty  of  talking 
this  or  any  other  war  lightly,  howev¬ 
er,  for  even  in  its  noble  execution  it  is 
not  God's  best  for  us.  He  will  surely 
grieve  tire  loss  of  life  on  both  sides. 

The  personal  cost  wifi  be  high  for 
each  of  us,  too,  realized  throu^  real 
sacrifice,  real  blood,  and  realtears. 

This  is  not  a  blockbuster  Hollywood 
movie,  and  this  is  not  a  128-bit  video 
game.  This  is  the  real  thing. 

It  has  fallen  to  us  to  prosecute 
this  war,  not  only  for  ourselves  but  for  the 
good  of  mankind.  Even  so,  we  must  not 
forget  the  terrible  price  of  war. 

Along  tt>e  Western  Front  of  the  Great  War 
(World  War  I)  sat  the  FreiKh  town  of  Verdun, 
the  scene  of  an  11-mcHitfi  battle  in  1916  that 
stands  as  one  of  the  bloodiest  encovmters  of 
one  of  the  bloodiest  wars  of  all  time. 

German  crown  prince  Frederick 
Wilhelm  planned  to  break  France's  morale 
^  capturing  the  city.  Defending  French 
General  Henri  Petain  is  farhous  for  uttering 
the  war  cry,  "They  shall  not  pass!" 

After  several  months  of  bitter  stalemate 
that  saw  virtually  no  gain  by  either  side, 

British  General  Sir  Douglas  Hr'  '  ’ 


Editor's 

Notebook 


l  any  closer  to  I  j|J 

Verdim  than  four  miles.  ^ 

The  French  countryside 

remains  scarred  to  this  day.  An  jU 

article  in  the  October  18  of 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  details 
the  work  of  British  amateur  his- 
torian  Christina  Holstein,  who 
has  made  the  chronicling  of  the 
battle  her 

Anywhere  she  stops  to  run  ^HjHi 

her  fingers  through  ttie  fertile  ^VtP^0P>i0UUMXvwmi^LiTHiMAMCOPC0e.iMr^^^| 
sou  aro^d  VerduS:  she  sifts  85-  ■ 
year-old  bullet  casmgs  and 
^gged  artillery  smapnel. 

Farmers  often  plow  up  foot-long,  unspent  "Auschwitz  is  a  monument  to  human 
cannon  shells.  Last  year,  Holstem  discov-  evU;  Verdun  is  a  monument  to  human 
ered  ah  infantryman's  boot,  not  an  unusu-  absurdity,"  he  said. 

al  battlefield  discovery  except  for  the  fact  "There's  nothing  like  Verdun,"  Holstein 
that  a  human  calf  bone  extended  from  it.  added.  "This  is  a  place  where  the  world 
The  French  and  German  trenches  are  changed." 
still  visible,  as  are  the  large  craters  caused  New  York  City,  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
by  the  most  jwwerful  and  technologically  Pennsylvania  are  places  where  our  world 
advanced  weapons  of  the  day  —  the  changed,  too,  and  now  we  find  ourselves 
weapons  that  found  their  marks  with  two  cau^t  up  in  the  necessity  and  absurdity  of 
milhon  dead  or  wounded  soldiers.  war.  In  tnis  war,  like  all  wars,  people  will 

That's  hard  for  us  to  imagine  today,  die.  Families  will  be  altered  forever.  The 
"Verdun  is  the  most  tragic  place  you  can  coiuse  of  history  could  weU  be  changed, 
think  of  with  the  exception  of  Auschwitz,"  We  should  also  remember  that  this  war, 
said  Dominique  Moisi,  deputy  directew:  of  like  all  wars,  will  send  far  too  many  people 
the  French  Institute  of  International  Affairs  into  eternity  without  the  saving  knowledge 
in  Paris,  in  referring  to  file  World  War  n  ofJesusChrist.  If  that's  not  enough  to  drive 
Nazi  concentration  camp  in  which  millions  you  to  your  knees  before  Almighty  God, 
[aig  attacked  of  Jews  and  others  were  exterminated.  what  wul? 
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peration  Outcry  is  a 


Guest  Opinion: 

Operation  Outcry: 
Silent  no  more 

By  Michael  Weeks,  pastor 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch 


national  movement 
whose  purpose  is  to  work  with 
Norma  McCorvey  ("Jane  Roe" 
of  the  Roe  v.  Wade  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  that 
legalized  abortion)  and  Sandra 
Cano  ("Jane  Doe"  of  Doe  v. 
Bolton,  another  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decision  that  supported 
Roe  V.  Wade),  in  seeking  to 
overturn  these  decisions  that 
brought  abortion  to  America  in 
their  names. 

Operation  Outcry  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Texas  Justice 
Foundation,  the  National 
Foundation  for  Life,  and  other 
pro-life  organizations. 

Operation  Outcry  is  based  on 
a  pending  federal  case  in  New 
Jersey  which  challenges  Roe  v. 
Wade  and  was  brou^t  I 
National  Foundation  for  Life. 

McCorvey  and  Cano  have 
filed  a  Friena  of  the  Court  brirf  in 
the  Donna  Santa  Marie  case  in 
New  Jersey,  which  seeks  to  over¬ 
turn  Roe  V.  Wade  and  Doe  v.  Belton. 

According  to  the  Texas 
Justice  Foundation,  "the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  stated  in  recent  deci¬ 
sions  that  they  know  Roe  v. 
Wade  is  not  sound  constitution¬ 
al  law,  but  they  have  continued 
to  make  decisions,  allow 
abortion  on  demand  to  remain 
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good  law  because  they  believe  president  of  the  Texas  Justice  MS,  38671.  Affidavits  can  be 
that  society  'depends  on  it.'"  Foundation  representing  mailed  to  the  same  address  and 
Under  current  law  and  the  McCorvey  and  Cano,  will  pre-  will  be  handled  confidentially, 
practices  of  the  abortion  Indus-  sent  information  regarding  the  It  is  our  hope  to  present 
try,  women  are  not  told  of  the  court  battle  in  New  Jersey.  these  completed  forms  and  affi- 

nature  and  consequences  of  There  is  an  opportunity  for  davits  to  Allan  Parker  at  the 
abortion.  A  woman  should  be  Mississippi  Baptists  to  aid  rally  on  November  8.  This  will 
informed  that  abortion  is  the  Operation  Outcry.  In  the  last  pas-  send  a  message  that  Mississippi 
by  the  taking  of  a  human  life  and  the  tor's  packet  from  the  Mississippi  Baptists  are  committed  to  the 
jjermanent  termination  of  the  Baptist  Conventiem  Board  was  a  sanctity  of  human  life. 
mother<hild  relationship.  form  ftom  our  Christian  Action  For  more  information,  e-mail 

She  must  also  understand  Commission  to  be  duplicated  for  me  at  docweeks^uno.com  or 
the  psychological,  emotional,  church  members.  call  (662)  895-6225.  Ask  your 

and  physical  consequences  of  The  form  asks  if  the  signee  pastor  for  a  copy  of  the  form 
that  decision.  agrees  with  the  following  state-  from  the  pastor's  packet,  or 

On  November  8  at  7  p.m.,  ment:  It  is  not  in  the  human  or  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Trinity  Church  in  Southaven  legal  interest  of  any  mother  to  kill  Christian  Action  Commission  at 
will  host  the  Mississi^i  own  child.  A  mother's  true  (601)  292-3329  or  toll-free  out- 
Operation  Outcry  rally.  The  interest  is  in  her  child’s  life  and  her  side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
public  is  invited.  relationship  with  her  chad.  Roe  v.  329.  E-mail;  rwood@mbcb.org. 

Norma  McCorvey  and  Wade  should  be  overturned. 

Those  who  agree  with  that 
^stat^ept. 
fonri  and 


Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address 
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848  publicly  deciding 

some  type  of 
ministry;  and 
making  other  types  of 
decisions. 

began 

1979  two  loca- 

tions  nearly 
campers 

took  seven  sta- 

tionaiv  camps  also 

jflBt  included 

ing  teams  spe- 

cial  a 

I  nearly  40,000 

f  U^lL  I 

i  A  >  I  M-Fuge  campers 

I  follow  the  plan 

^^^HF/J^^B|k  lAr>  another 

by  campers 

^ to 

dNG  IN  SPIRIT  —  Prayer,  Bible  study,  recreation,  and  missions,  are  key  rninistry  jfrojects.  The 

camps  sponsored  each  summer  by  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  projects  mclude  con- 

u-knf  !<•«■  /^rf-»r%*  /Dn^i .k^ ‘Ai  .It  -  -._ 
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irces.  ministry  tool  to  reach  children  NAME  missir 
are  and  adults.  The  camp  includes  benefit  from  the 
grades  a  focus  on  athletic  instruction,  ing  include: 
youth  Bible  study,  and  physical  and  •  Fishermer 
across  spiritual  growth.  Southern  Baptis 

Jierfor  "I  believe  that  the  offering  Seattle  to  homele 
?  study,  reminds  us  of  the  stewardship  •  Campus 
n.  that  the  Lord  expects  from  emerging  regions 

gave  a  Christians,”  Palmer  said.  •  Summer  and 

,697.36  "Youth  learn  that  God  not  dent  missionarie: 
t  inter-  only  has  a  call  for  their  lives,  areas  where  mis 


A  partnership  between 
LifeWay  and  the  IMB,  the 
weeklong  camp  is  designed  for 
students  in  grades  10  through 
college.  Destinations  have 
included  Mexico,  Wales, 
Venezuela,  and  London. 

Centri-Kid,  the  newest  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  canm  program, 
beg^  this  year.  The  camp  is 
designed  for  children  in  grades 
three  through  six.  It  focuses  on 
Bible  study,  worship  and  devo¬ 
tions,  and  recreation. 

For  more  information  on  the 
teen  or  children's  camps  or  to 
register,  call  (877)  CAMP123,  or 
visit  www.fuge.com  on  the 
Internet. 
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te  AicF  ^M^BSilficiuid  lefties.  *1  ttunk 
Amoicans  wotdd  oonaider  ttwse  Ioimbs 
PoniopK^  in  nature,"  he  sakL  Q£bs 


young  people  and  tlMMKlult  sponaore,  "to  yt  fee  nw»Mga  out 
about  your  disgt;^g  maiU<ipg."  HunartK^  Gibmey,  a 
spokesoum  for  AMv  denied  fee  catalog  is  pompoujlh^  "It 
dhronicles  fee  ccdl^  ejqperienoe,"  he  said.  "Irs  veiy  incvcwiil, 
it's  tongue-tt-cha^  sense  of  hrener.  ItVbeautifut  heaUre  sere 

images,  geared  for  college  students."  He  called  Gibbs' chuadeiv 

zation  d  fee  catalog  aspomogrufeic  "absurd."  Bill  )ohtwon,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  American  Decency  Assotja^i^  one  of  several  foi:^ 
groups  conducting  petition  drives  aga^  the  retaltei;  sdd  the 
efforts  of  Gibbs  and  others  against  tfie^oonipai^  WMe  having  an 
effect  on  sales  as  the  hcfeday  season  ^paoacl^  »Ai«y  are 
down,  d«ri*B  the  feet  that  tne  axoipm  h^^taSiaMKiKits 
natkmafej^^KiBqn  said.  Iffinais  U  C^.  CoMMiBiibd  fa 


Trustees  of  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  vote  to  include 
a  commitment  to  biblical  inerrancy  in  the  school's  new  statement  of  pur¬ 
pose,  becoming  the  first  Southern  Baptist  seminary  to  adopt  an  explicit 
endorsement  of  inerrancy. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board,  meeting  in  annual  session,  app 
first  $100  million  budget,  which  emphasizes  escalation  of  world 
lism  and  church  development,  and  votes  to  upgrade  an  inadequ 
sion  plan  for  Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  adopts  a  budget  of  $5,180,000  for  1952  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  Richmond.  This  represents  an  increase  of  $2,180,000 
oyer  that  of^ust  four  years  ago  for  the  missuK^ry-sending  agency  of  .the 


Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
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Monday,  October  29 

Associational  missions  directors  conference,  10:30 
a.m.,  Baptist  Children's  Village,  Jackson.  For  details, 
contact  John  Henry,  (601)  947-4981,  E-mail: 

ggbapt@datasync.com. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Education  Association, 
luncheon,  1 1 :30  a.m.,  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison; 
$12  per  person.  Former  Miss  Mississippi  Becky  Pruett 
will  be  guest.  Call  the  church  at  (601)  843-1090  for 
reservations. 


Sfjeaker  is  Gray  Allison,  president  emeritus  of  the  semi-  REGISTRATION 

nary.  For  details,  contact  David  Sapp  at  (662)  473-4447,  Registration  for  the  2001  Mississippi  Baptist 

E-mail  at  dwsapp@watervalley.net.  Convention  will  take  place  on  the  second  floor  above 

•  the -State  Street  entrance  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

New  Orleans  Seminary  alumni  luncheon,  noon.  First  Volunteers  from  First  Church,  Jackson,  will  begin  regis- 
Church,  Jackson,  $10  per  person.  Sp>eaker  is  Jerry  tering  messengers  at  noon  on  Monday,  Oct.  29. 
Pounds,  vice  president  for  development.  For  details.  Registration  will  resume  at  8  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  30, 
contact  Michael  Glenn  at  (601)  876-3436,  of  visit  the  and  Wednesday,  Oct.  31. 
seminary  booth  during  the  convention. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  second  session,  1 :30  CONVENTION  OFFICE 

p.m..  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson.  The  convention  office  will  be  locat^  across  from  the 

registration  area  (see  above).  Incoming  messages  will  be 

Chaplains'  banquet,  4:45  p.m..  Baptist  Building  receivedat(601)949-1924,  and  will  be  posted  at  the  con- 
Skyroom,  Tickets  for  nonmembers  are  $8.50  per  person,  vention  office.  An  outgoing  telephone  line  will  be  avail- 
Contact  Elaine  Smith  (601 )  292-3361  or  toll-free  outside  able  for  local  and  long  distance  (credit  card  only)  calls. 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  361,  E-mail  Lost  and  Found  will  be  located  at.the  convention  office. 


Mississippi  Baptist  F^astor's  Conference  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion,  1 :30  p.m..  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson.  Blue  Mountain  College  alumni  dinner,  5:30  p.m., 

Galloway  United  Methooist  Church,  Jackson.  Speaker  is 
Lay  Missions  Confererice,  3  p.m..  First  Church,  Eddie  Meeks,  Bible  professor.  $10,  no  reservations 
Jackson.  Contact  Carol  Wright,  (601)  292-3334  or  toll-  required.  Tickets  at  door  or  booth, 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  334,  E-mail: 

cwright@mbcb.org.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  third  session,  6:30 

p.m..  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

Lay  Missions  banquet,  5  p.m..  First  Church,  Jackson, 

$8.50  per  person  (reservations  required).  Contact  Carol  William  Carey  College  alumni  fellowship,  immedi- 
Wright,  (601)  292-3334  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  ately  following  close  of  evening  MBC  session.  Baptist 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  334,  E-mail:  cwright@mbcb.org.  Building  chapel.  Speaker  is  Larry  Kennedy,  president. 

No  reservations  are  necessary. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's  Conference  evening  ses¬ 
sion,  6:30  p.m.,  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

Wednesday,  October  31 

Tuesday,  October  30  Biyocational  ministers  fellowship  breakfast,  7  a.m., 

_  ,  Baptist  Building  chapel,  complimentary.  No  reservations 

Seminary  Extension  breaktast,  7  a.m..  Baptist  Building  are  required, 
chapel.  Speaker  is  Bill  Vinson,  president  of  Seminary 

Extension.  Contact  Keith  Gordon,  (601 )  292-3307  or  toll-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  fourth  session,  8-25  a  m 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  307,  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

E-mail  kgordon@mbcb.org. 

^  •  V  ,  .  ,  .  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Baptist 

Annuitants  breakfast,  7:30  a.m..  First  Church,  Building,  immediately  following  close  of  fourth  con- 
Jackson.  Chris  Elkins,  SBC  Annuity  Board,  speaker,  vention  session, 
complimentary.  Contact  Robin  Nichols, 

toll-free  outside 


(601)  292-3226  or 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  226,  E-mail 
rnichols@cnbcb.org. 


Parking  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Shuttle 


Display  Area 

The  display  area  and  the  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  bookstore  will  be 
located  in  Fellowship  Hall  East  on  the 
ground  level  floor  of  First  Church, 


Pearl 
Street 
Exit  96A 


Mississippi  College  Christian  Service 
alumni  continental  breakfast,  7:30 
a.m..  Fellowship  Hall  West,  First 
Church,  Jackson.  No  reservations 
required,  complimentary. 


Jackson 


Interstate  55 


Childcare 

The  preschool  childcare  facility  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  It  is  now  in 
rooms  underneath  the  Sanctuary  off 
President  Street  facing  the  New  Capitol, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  church  from  its 
former  location  at  the  drive-through  off 
State  Street. 

Preschool  childcare  is  available  for 
ages  birth  through  five  beginning  with 
the  Pastor's  Conference  on  Oct.  29  and 
continuing  through  each  session  of  the 
convention. 

The  procedure  is  as  follows:  1. 
Register  each  child  by  name,  parent, 
and  church.  2.  Obtain  security  card  for 
each  child  at  registration.  3.  Label  all 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  first 
session:  8:25  a.m..  Sanctuary  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Coliseum/ 
Jefferson 
Street 
V  Exit 


Mississippi  College  School  of  Nursing, 
in  conjunction  with  Baptist  Healthcare 
Systems,  Inc.,  will  hold  a  health  fair  from 
9  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  on  the  fourth  floor  of  First 
Church,  Jackson.  Free  testing  includes 
cholesterol,  glucose,  glaucoma,  blood 
pressure,  hearing,  and  stress  screening. 
Flu  vaccinations  will  be  available  for  $15. 
For  details,  contact  Deborah  Bolian  at 
Mississippi  College  at  (601)  925-3000. 

Southwestern  Seminary,  noon  lun¬ 
cheon,  Calvary  Church,  Jackson.  Order 
tickets  from  Dennis  Salley,  P.O.  Box  153, 
Valley  Park,  MS  39177.  $8.50  per  person. 

Southern  Seminary  alumni  luncheon, 
noon.  Baptist  Building  Skyroom,  Tickets 
are  $10  per  person.  Contact  Carl  White 
at  (601)  482-0191,  E-mail:  cwhite@ 
highlandbaptist.net. 

Mid-America ‘Sdnffnary  "alumni  lun¬ 
cheon,"  riob'n,  Denrtery's;  Restaurant, 
Jackson.  Tickets  are  $  fS  per  person. 


Mississippi 

Coliseum 


Mississippi  State 
Fairgrounds 


belongings.  4.  For  infants,  advise  child 
care  workers  of  feeding  schedule.  5 


Jefferson  Street 


<*-  V  ,  .  •». 

Naval  Reserve 

■ 

Greyhound 

American  women  continue  in  legal  limbo 

TOf  A  ^  #  A  n  A  1-V  T\  .  t  •  .  -  -  -  .  . 


ISLAMABAD,  Pakistan  (BP)  —  The 
Texas  minister  keeping  watch  on  the 
Afghaiustan  trial  of  ei^t  foreign  relief 
workers,  including  two  Americans,  has 
learned  their  Pakistani  attorney  hopes  a 
decision  will  be  forthcoming  soon. 

Interviewed  by  cell  phone  from 
Islamabad,  Pakistan,  Dtinny  Mulkey,  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  of  Antioch  Community 
Church  in  Waco,  said  the  proceed¬ 
ings  under  Afghanistan's  Taliban 
rulers  are  umike  anything  in 
American  courts. 

Thus  a  decision  could  be  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Afghan  supreme  court 
when  attorney  Atif  Ali  l^an  returns 
to  the  nation's  coital,  Kabul,  the 
weekend  of  Oct.  19,  he  said. 

Mulkey  met  with  Khan  the 
evening  of  Oct.  17  to  discuss  the 
cases  of  Dayna  Curry,  29,  and 
Heather  Mercer,  24,  who  were 
among  the  eight  foreigners  and  16 
Afghan  coworkers  arrested  Aug.  3 
for  allegedly  sharing  their  faith  with 
Af^an  citizens. 

me  two  Baylor  University  graduates 
were  active  in  Antioch  Community  Church 
before  going  overseas  to  work  with  a 
German-based  ministry.  Shelter  Now. 

"It's  all  paperwork,*  Mulkey  said  of  the 
confusing  situation  that  required  a  written 
defense  to  be  presented  to  the  court. 

"He's  going  back  this  weekend  and  they 
may  already  have  a  verdict.  Or,  he  may  not 
have  to  go  because  they  will  already  nave 
reached  a  decision.  Every  time,  he's  got  to 
get  a  new  visa  to  go  back  into  the  country." 

Before  communications  were  cut  off 


with  the  capital  of  Kabul  about  10  days  Heather  and  Dayna  think  diat?  So  I  stop 

ago,  Mulkey  said  diey  had  been  able  to  that  kind  of  diinl^g  real  quick. 

rway  messages  to  Cuiry  and  Mercer  via  "Every  dw  I  thank  the  Lord  for  letting 


„  ,  ^  -  thank  the  Lord  for  letting 

and  fax.  me  be  here.  Inis  is  an  honor,  to  represent  so 

The  Antioch  stciffer  firid  the  women's  many  people  back  home  who  are  praying, 
parents  are  still  able  to  get  notes  delivered  I'm  m  touch  with  my  family,  at  least  oy^ 
through  die  attorney  and  shutde  supplies  mail,  and  diey^re  doing  okay,  too. 
to  them.  "It  makes  it  easier  when  they're  in 

_ _  agreement  diat  I  should  be  here." 

I  I  Back  at  their  home  chiu-ch,  a 

‘  I  prayer  vigil  for  Curry  and  Mercer 
I  continues  but  participation  has 
I  decreased,  associate  pastor  Kevin 
I  Johnson  said. 

I  "We  had  filled  [the  prayer  room] 
1 24  hours  a  day  for  tm  to  eight  or  nine 
I  weeks  after  Aug.  3,"  Jcdinson  said. 
I  "The  last  two  weeks  we  have  found 
I  some  of  our  folks  are  getting  weary. 
I  "The  middle  of  the  night  and 
I  work  hours  are  hard,  so  we  have 
I  J  staff  rotating  during  work  hours." 

1  The  staff  also  is  tired  of  fielding  a 
flood  of  media  inquiries,  with  seiuor 
Curry  Mercer  pastor  Jimmy  Seibert  telling 

reporters  recently  he  has  been  get- 
"\^^th  as  many  bombs  as  are  falling,  it's  ting  up  to  40  calls  a  day. 
a  little  scary  but  they've  got  their  heads  up  Despite  the  demands  on  their  time,  the 
and  are  praying,"  Mulkey  said.  "They  associate  pastor  said  Curry  and  Mercer's 
want  us  to  do  the  same.  They're  thanking  ordeal  has  had  a  positive'  impact  on  the 
the  Lord  for  a  stretching  experience."  1,200-member  congregation. 

While  he  hasn't  met  with  Mercer's  par-  There  has  been  a  sense  of  unity  and  pur- 
ents,  Mulk^  saw  Curry's  mother,  Nancy  pose  among  the  people,  who  are  realizing 
Cassell,  on  Oct.  17.  He  said  she  is  weather-  they  need  to  take  the  message  of  Christ  to 
ing  the  tension  well  and  trusting  in  the  the  world,  Johnson  said. 

Lord  for  her  daughter's  release.  The  church  asked  that  people  also  pray 

"I'm  doing  okay,  too,"  Mulkey  said.  "1  for  continued  protection  and  grace  for  the 
get  to  thinkmg  sometimes  that  I'm  very  imprisoned  A%han  Christians  "as  we  have 
ready  to  go  home,  but  how  much  more  do  no  word  on  the  next  steps  for  them." 


Curry 


Mercer 


"\^^th  as  nwiy  bombs  as  are  falling,  it's 
a  little  scary  but  they've  got  their  heads  up 
and  are  praying,"  Mulkey  said.  "They 
want  us  to  do  the  same.  They're  thanking 
the  Lord  for  a  stretching  experience." 

While  he  hasn't  met  witn  Mercer's  par¬ 
ents,  Mulk^  saw  Curry's  mother,  Nancy 
Cassell,  on  (^.  17.  He  said  she  is  weather¬ 
ing  the  tension  well  and  trusting  in  the 
Lord  for  her  daughter's  release. 

"I'm  doing  okay,  too,"  Mulkey  said.  "1 
get  to  thinkmg  sometimes  that  I'm  very 
ready  to  go  home,  but  how  much  more  do 


Church  Growth  Guidlines, 

FROM  THE 

Canton  Flea  Market 

1  just  missed  attending  my 
32na  consecutive  Canton  Flea 
Market.  1  have  known  a  lot  of 
people  who  have  gone.  I  see 
them  coming  and  going.  I  hear 
about  the  reports  of  them  being 
there.  I  have  even  watched  a  lot 
of  the  television  coverage  as 
they  show  the  masses  of  people 
as  they  enjoy  this  wonderful 
experience. 

Still,  I  have  never  attended.  I 
do  not  know  if  my  absence 
from  the  flea  market  makes  me 
eligible  for  the  Guinness  Book 
of  World  Records,  but  if  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  live.  I'll  continue  to 
add  to  my  years  of  "no  shows." 
Now,  I'm  not  against  the  flea 
market,  but  I  do  nave  to  admit  I 
get  almost  as  excited  about 
missing  it  as  some  folks  do 
about  attending  it. 

If  the  estimates  are  correct, 
and  I  believe  they  are,  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  Canton  doubles, 
triples,  or  quadruples  on  the 
day  of  the  flea  market.  Folks 
come  from  everywhere  and 
stay  all  day.  They  shop  till  they 
drop!  Then,  the  flea  market 
paramedics  revive  them  and 
they  begin  again.  It  is  one  of  the 
laigest  flea  markets  not  just  in 
the  state,  the  south,  or  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  in  the  world! 

lliough  I  am  not  a  regular 
attendee  I  have  observed,  to  my 
amazement,  the  secrets  of  their 
success.  We  could  learn  from 
folks. -I  fcnbw  that 
of  you,  in  your  efforts  to  rea^ 
"'bebple’  and  tfl"  build  the 


‘Directr^ns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Kingdom  of  God,  have  fallen 
into  the  trap  of  trying  to  be 
open,  warm,  and  accommodat¬ 
ing  to  folks,  but  apparent^  we 
have  gotten  it  all  wrong,  wing 
user-mendly  is  not  really  a  part 
of  the  flea  market  experience. 
Let  me  explain  what  I  mean. 

For  one  thing^  churches  try 
to  provide  woilhip  times  that 
are  the  most  accommodating  to 
the  people.  Well,  you  can  forget 
that.  Before  6  a.m.  I  was  watch¬ 
ing  the  television  news  as  foe 
h^icopter  coverage  of  foe 
Canton  Flea  Market  was  show¬ 
ing  foe  stream  of  cars  arriving 
for  foe  day's  festivities. 

Just  after  5:30  a.m.,  in  total 
darkness,  carloads  of  folks 
were  up  and  at  'em!  Have  you 
ever  heard  folks  mumble  and 
complain  because  foey  couldn't 
get  to  church  on  time,  or  could¬ 
n't  get  to  Sunday  School  on 
timer  Why,  it  starts  at  9:30  or 
9:45  a.m.f  Well,  foe  problem 
seems  to  be  foat  we  start  too 
late!  Lets  crank  up  foe  prelude 
to  about  5:15  a.m.  and  start 
sin^g  praises  by  5:30  a.m. 

tW  second  problem  foat  we 
have  is  related  to  parking., 
Vinually  eyiifty  diCSSi  T  kfftiw 
has  fine,  paved,  aocessiUepark- 
ing.  Big  mistaker  Why?  ITs  just 


absolutely  too  convenient!  Folks 
don't  like  foat  Go  to  foe  flea 
market  and  try  to  get  a  parking 
place  and  see  what  it's  like. 

Apparently  what  we  need  to 
do  is  to  find  a  parking  area 
three,  four,  maybe  even  five 
blocks  away  from  foe  church, 
and  let  people  wrestle  wifo  foe 
traffic,  park  in  a  bad  ^t,  walk 
a  long  way,  and  then  foey 
would  come  in  droves! 


The  third 


filing  I 
ibsohih 


noticed  is 


this.  We  absolutely  don't 
charge  enough!  I  know  there 
are  people  wno  say  that  all  we 
do  IS  talk  about  money  in  foe 
church,  but  you  and  I  both 
know  ^t  is  not  true. 

The  trufo  is,  I  do  not  know  of 
a  church  anywhere  of  any  kind 
fiiat  charges  people  to  come  to 
foe  wor^p  services  —  but, 
you  see,  that's  aU  wrong 
because  I  learned  fiiat  at  every 
boofii,  every  vendor  up  and 
down  file  streets  and  around 
the  Square  at  Canton  charges 
people  for  every  little  thmg 
foey  get.  EVERYTHING! 
Whether  you  eat  it,  sit  on  it,  or 

•  __  a  1 _ t. 


So  lers  fove  It  a  shot  at  chunfo. 

I  know  fo^"pf]c^  Ite 
low,  but  what  about  50  cents  for 
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a  bulletin?  A  couple  of  dollars 
for  a  beautiful  special  in  music? 
Maybe  a  dollar  per  person  for 
foe  sermon  and,  hey,  we  pro¬ 
vide  child  care!  That  ought  to 
be  worth  a  few  bucks.  So,  let's 
get  wifo  foe  program  and  start 
charging  folks  more. 

One  last  thing  caught  my 
attention.  It's  something  peo¬ 
ple  apparently  do  not  like: 
plain  overall  convenience.  At 
the  church  we  try  to  make 
everyfiiing  convenient.  We  try 
to  keep  foe  temperature  with¬ 
in  one  degree  of  everybody's 
tolerance  level  in  foe  congre¬ 
gation.  It's  not  easy,  but  we 
work  at  it. 

We  try  to  adjust  fiie  sound 
system  so  that  everybody  pre¬ 
sent,  from  teenagers  to  foe 
elderly,  can  understand  what's 
taking  place.  As  for  bathrooms, 
they  are  out  every  door  and 
down  every  hall.  Facilities  are 
there  at  your  convenience. 

Is  aiw  of  fiiat  stuff  available 
at  the  flea  market?  You've  got 
to  be  joking!  Some  days  it  is  100 
degr^  wifo  100%  humidity. 
Occasionally,  foey  have  had 
torrential,  all-day  rains,  and 
foey  don't  even  provicle 
umbrellas! 

Yes  sir.  I'm  here  to  tell  you 
that  we  could  learn  a  great  deal 
from  the  flea  markers  festivi¬ 
ties!  I  know  I  have  certainly 
learned  and  while  I  may  not  be 
completely  on  target  in  some  of 
my  understanding,  one  filing  I 
am  sure  about  and  fiiat  is  tmt 
we  generaUjuio  foe.  things  foat 
we  want  to  do — whether  it  has 
to  do  wifo  diurdi,  or  flea  mat? 
kets,  or  anything  else! 


-The  Baptist  Rbcord 


Be  on  time 
for  Sunday 
School! 


Daylight  Savings 
Time  ends  at 
2  a.m.  on 

Sunday,  October  28 

Turn  clocks  back  one  hour 
before  you  go  to  bed  on 
■  October  27. 


Jlst  for  the  Record 


Parkway  Church,  Houston, 

recently  broke  ground  for  its 
new  Family  Life  Center.  The 
8,800  square  foot  facility  will 
contain  a  full-court  gym  for 
activities  and  fellowship; 
kitchen;  dining  room;  youth 
assembly  room;  game  room; 
and  classrooms.  The  current 
fellowship  hall  will  be  con¬ 
verted  into  an  educational 
building  with  classrooms  and 
a  choir  rehearsal  room.  The 
Building  Committee  and  staff 
pictured  (from  left)  are  Gregg 
Thomas,  pastor;  Sandra 
Naron;  llene  Gilbert;  Tammy 
johnson;  Diane  Pullen;  Ray 
Walker,  minister  of  music  and 
senior  adults;  Conway 
Nichols;  Keith  Jernigan;  Troy 
Comer,  minister  of  youth  and 
education;  Jerry  Black;  and 
Larry  Wright. 


First  Church,  Foxworth,  will 
host  its  first  annual  fall  festival, 
Oct.  31,  from  6:30-8:30  p.m.  For 
additional  information,  contact 
Dale  Jones,  children's  minister, 
at  (601)  736-4401. 

Fall  Festival  will  be  held  at 
Bethel  Chvuxh,  Aberdeen,  Oct. 
27.  Supper  will  be  served  at  6 
p.m.  A  Sinong  by  The  Gospel 
Travelers  oAVest  Point  will  start 
at  7  p.m.  Chris  Colburn  is  pastor. 


Chafin,  Gentry,  and  Tadlock 


T  CHURCH  BUSES 

T  T  VXyTM  ASfrvicttfUM*^Ckristimi5iam 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Since  1 953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay  Discount 


(800)  370-6180 
in  20'  to  www.rarpenterl^.com 

'(/5  to  46  passengen.  New  d  Used)  =r..ir - ,  ^  - 


Farmhaven  Church, 

Madison  County,  sent  a  card  to 
President  Bush  stating  that  the 
congregation  would  pray  for 
him  daily  during  this  crisis. 
Every  member  present  on 
Sunday,  Sept.  16,  signed  the 
card.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Nellie  Chafin  who  directed  the 
signing;  Charles  Gentry,  pastor; 
and  Casie  Tadlock,  one  of  the 
youngest  members. 


Curtis  L.  Guess,  pastor  of 
Weir  Church,  Weir,  will  be 
honored  on  Oct.  28  on  the 
occasion  of 
his  retire¬ 
ment  from 
the  ministry. 

Guess  and 
his  wife,  the 
former 
Geneva 
Fulce,  are 
both  from 
Choctaw  _ 

County.  He 
attended 

Mississippi  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  Frank 
Harmon,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  morning  wor- 
snip  service,  followed  by  a  fel¬ 
lowship  dirmer.  A  reception 
will  be  held  in  the  fellowship 
hall  from  2-4  p.m. 

First  Church,  Soso,  will  cel¬ 
ebrate  its  centermial  with  spe¬ 
cial  events  and  services. 
Nonnie  Jefcoat  will  preach  and 
Ken  Culpepper,  former  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  will  present  a 
mini-concert,  on  Nov.  4  at  11 
a.m.  The  church's  mixed 
ensemble  will  sing  on  Nov.  11 
at  6:30  p.m.  Services  on  Nov. 
18  at  11  a.m.  will  include  John 
Gilbert  and  Bud  Parker,  former 
pastors,  and  presentation  of  a 
centennial  plaque  by  the 
Mississippi  Historical 

Department.  Lunch  will  be 
served  at  noon  followed  by  the 
Gospel  Strings  in  concert. 
Ralph  Graves  is  pastor. 


Immanuel  Church, 

Vicksburg  will  celebrate  its 
55th  anmversary  on  Nov.  3 
and  4.  Saturday,  registration 
begins  at  4:30  p.m.  in  the  activ- 
building.  Tom  Rayburn  of 
Clinton  and  former  pastor, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker  both 
days  with  Mike  Thompson  of 
Rayville,  La.,  former  minister 
of  music,  leading  the  music. 
There  will  be  a  potluck  dinner 
at  5  p.m.  followed  by  special 
music  and  testimonies. 
Sunday  services  will  begin  at 
10  a.m.  with  Rayburn  bringing 
the  message. 

Mt  Moriah  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  will  celebrate  its  annual 


old  fashioned  day  on  Simday, 
Oct.  28.  Activities  will  include 
Svmday  School  at  10  a.m.;  ser¬ 
vices  at  11  a.m.  with  Mike 
Grenn  as  special  guest;  and  a 
meal  in  fellowship  hall.  For 
additional  information,  call 
Danny  Moss,  pastor,  at  (601) 
833-8858. 

Unipn  Church,  Stewart,  will 
celebrate  its  125th  anniversary 
on  Nov.  18.  Terry  Wills  is  pastor 
and  Howard  Davis  is  associate 
pastor. 

Wheeler  Grove  Church, 
Corinth,  will  host  Squire 
Parsons  and  his  trio  in  concert 
on  Oct.  27  at  7  p.m. 


Acteens  of  Ludlow  Church,  Ludlow,  raised  $1 ,390  at  a  fall  festi¬ 
val  on  Oct.  6.  The  money  will  be  used  for  the  Acteens  to  attend  the 
National  Acteen  Convention.  Pictured  (back  row,  from  left)  are  Amy 
Moore,  Kari  Horn,  Wanda  Babb,  Brandi  Fitzhugh,  Diana  Scott, 
Brandy  Callahan,  and  Chasity  Williams;  (front  row)  Melissa  Denson, 
Cleary  Renfrow,  Brandi  F^atterson,  Shannon  Seaney,  and  Lynri' 
Seaney.  Not  pictured  are  Tina  Bishop  and  Joyce  Trippe. 


FOR  THE  HOME  will  make  a  dynamic  difference  in  the  lives  of  families  in  your  church.  Some  of  the 
churchee  that  have  already  experienced  the  blessings  of  a  HOPE  FOR  THE  HOME  Weekend  include: 


P  Hnt  ImIM  OmrE.  HHhrd,  FL 
P  Hrit  liplM  (ImiL  HNNOod,  FI 
P  FM  BaptM  OMtk,  OTIiM,  MO 
P  Sscwd  laptM  OtcIl  HipMuMi,  KY 
P  NwtWM  BiplM  Ctarck,  VMdnti,  M 
P  PniivSirlMiliptMCkvclLMwiiMLllS 


For  mor*  infonnation,  contact  (731)  784-0087,  tax:  (731  >-784-0068  or  email:  JDEAinagjuno.com 


t  *  .  f  . 
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Names  in  the  News 


Walker  and  Dealing 

Liberty  Church,  Newton 
County,  held  deacon  ordination 
services  for  Ron  Walker  on  Sept. 
9.  Mike  Dealing  was  re-elected 
as  active  deacon.  J.  B.  Costilow  is 
pastor.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Walker  and  Dealing. 

Freedom  Church,  Laurel, 
received  an  Eagle  Award  in 
recognition  of  their  excep¬ 
tion^  Sunday  School  growth. 
John  Clendinning,  on  behalf 


Deacons  of  South  McComb  Church,  McComb 


Richmond  Church,  Tupelo, 
recently  ordained  Clay 
Anthony,  pastor,  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Anthoiw,  his  son  Aslan,  his 
wife  LaNell,  and  Charlie  Davis, 
pastor  of  Himsinger  Lane 
Church,  Louisville,  Iw. 


Clendinning,  Gordon,  Johnson,  and  Burks 


ANNUITY  BOARD 


A  LifeEIPartner™  in 
enhancing  your  financial 
security  each  step  of  the 
way  throu^. . . 

•  Retirement  plans 

•  Life,  Medical,  Dental  and 
Disability  plans 

•  Traditional,  Roth  and 
Rollover  IRAs* 

•  Personal  investment  products* 

Stop  by  the  Annuity  Board’s  exhibit 
during  the  state  convention  for  more 
information  about  these  products  and 
join  us  on  the  journey! 


The  Anthonys  and  Davis 


Crooked  Creek,  Silver  ly;  James  Messer,  evai^elist; 
Creek:  Nov.  11-16;  Sunday,  10  James  Thames,  music;  Junmy 
a.m.  service  followed  by  a  cov-  Jones,  pastor, 
ered  dish  dinner;  7  p.m.  night- 

Flowood,  Flowood:  Oct.  26- 
28;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday, 
10:30  a.m.;  S.  A.  (Sonny) 
Adkins,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  evangelist; 
Danny  Brock,  music. 

New  Zion,  Crystal  Springs: 
Nov.  11-14;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Rob 
Futral,  Byram,  evangelist;  Scott 
Atkins,  Jackson,  music;  Norris 
Curry,  pastor. 


CHURCH  AVERAaNC  100  in  Sunday 
School  seeks  full-time  associate  pas¬ 
tor/minister  of  music  and  youth.  Please 
send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
2870  Old  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180;  or  fax  to  (601 )  636-7574. 

HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  RICHLAND 
is  seeking  pianist.  Call  (601)  939-171 5. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 


parrel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  arxl.  Tith  free.  Free  coffm,  tea,  and 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) -cocoa.  $100.00  daily.  Register  for  free 

948-3391.  Since  1965. _ _  return  trip.  Accommodates  large 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  groups.  Call  early  for  reservations 

steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL.  (662)  746-4632. _ 

(800)  830-0583. _  PEARL  RIVER  CLASS  STUDIO,  INC., 


1-800-262-0511  •  www.absbc.org 


♦Securities  are  offered  by  PFPC  Distributors,  Inc 
SBC  Trust  Services,  Inc.  serves  as  custodian. 


For  more  con^eie  ir^ormation  dhiout'fhe  '^Fiiniis'lhtlif'.  inttud^g  ' 
management  fees  and  expenses,  caU  I^S00-262'O51 1  for  a  pmapectus. 
Please  read  before  investing. 


Linkat(601)2"64-il16.  •  FantastIfTill  ipeCial  -  4  weeknights  «r 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free  2-n1ght  weekend  for  $120.  Call 

^imatn.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Martha  at  (205)  554-1524  or  Don  at 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7.  ‘  1251)  968-3222. 


Baptist  Colllgl  News 


Eveijmen  Church, 

Louisville,  recently  held  its 
awards  ceremony.  Acteens  pic¬ 
tured  (from  left,  front  row)  are 
Kayla  Shumaker,  Laura  Foster, 
Sarah  Peeples,  Courtney 
Partridge,  Ayla  Vaug^;  (back 
row)  LJaphne  Partridge  and 
Wanda  feed,  teachers.  Youth 
brotherhood  (front  row)  are 
Shcirmon  Cole,  teacher;  Hardy 
Joiner;  Trey  McDill;  Daniel 
Cole;  (back  row)  Phillip  Foster; 
and  Joey  Reed.  RAs  (front  row) 
are  Chns  Childs,  teacher;  Dyl«m 
Peavy;  Phillip  Johns;  Josh  Jonns; 
and  Greg  Peeples,  teacher.  Not 
pictured  is  2^ck  Johns.  Younger 
GAs  (front  row,  from  left)  are 
Kimberly  King  and  Mariah 


Acteens  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


Clark;  (back  row)  Rachael  Older  GA's  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 

Peeples,  Chelsea  Peavy,  Paulina 

Vaughn,  and  Rhonda  King,  Papalambros,  and  Alicia  Cole,  Emilee  Johns;  and  Matthew 
teacher.  Not  pictured  is  Ccissey  teacher.  Not  pictured  is  Natalie  Richardson. 

White.  Older  GAs  (from  left)  Nunnery.  Mission  Friends 

are  Jessica  McDill,  Paige  (from  left)  are  Abi  McCook;  Harvest  Day  will  be  held  at 

Papalambros,  Anna  Claire  Kathryn  IGng;  Savannah  Cole;  Good  Hope  Church,  Leake 
Peeples,  Kristin  Davis,  Beth  Audrey  Richardson,  teacher;  Association,  on  Oct.  28. 

Activities  include  Sunday 
School, 

grounds.  Wayne  McGee 

V  First  Church,  Pascagoula, 

w  '  I  '\  will  present  its  first  Judgment 

/  \  House,  Oct.  25-28  from  6-9 

1^^  \  p.m.  For  additional  informa- 

HB  tion  and  to  make  reservations, 

IBBI^^I  contact  the  church  office  at 
^•4  IVS  -w  ^B  (228)  762-2343  or  e-mail  debo- 
t ^  ^  ^  rahc@fbc.net. 


Youth  brotherhood  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


Faith  Church,  Jackson,  will 
sponsor  a  musical  worship  ser- 
vic  featuring  Priority  from 
Mississippi  College  on  Oct.  28 
at  10:30  a.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Greg  Wolfe,  pastor, 
at  (601)  368-29^ 


Mission  Friends  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


Baptist  Press  recently  held  its  widely  used  individual  intelli-  MGCCC's  production  of 
first  journalism  conference.  A  gence  test  in  tf>e  world  for  assess-  Astronauts  by  Qaudia  Reilly  at 
total  of  126  students  representing  mg  the  intellectual  functioning  of  8  p.m.  Schools  performing  on 
28  coUe^  and  universities  par-  school  age  children  from  six  Nov.  8  are  Mississippi  State 
tidpated  in  the  three-day  confer-  through  sixteen  years.  King  pre-  University's  production  of  The 
ence.  Categories  for  die  awards  viousw  assisted  the  Riverside  Classics  Professor  by  John 
presentation  were  merit,  superi-  Publisning  Compemy  of  Chicago  Pielmier  at  9  a.m.;  followed  by 
or,  excellent,  and  Baptist  ness  in  develcmit^  the  Univers*il  Meridian  Corrunun^  Collie's 
B«t.  In  the  overall  newspaper  Nonverbal  mtelligence  Test  production  of  NKS  TLTS  LFMR 
division,  Mississippi  College  (UNIT)  -  the  first  I.Q.  test  for  the  oy  Elliot  Street  at  3  p.m.; 
(MQ  was  one  of  nve  sdx)^  deaf  develcm^  in  the  United  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
who  qualified  for  Baptist  Press  States  since  1938.  Kingalso  assist-  Commumty  College  Perkinston 
Best  with  die  MC  new^per,  ed  the  Institute  of  Personality  campus  will  perform  Tongue  of 
The  Collegian.  2006-21)01  and  Ability  Testing  with  die  revi-  a  Bird  by  Ellen  McLaugl^  at  8 
Collegian  editor,  Brian  Blackwell,  sion  of  die  16  Perstmality  Factor  p.m.  Schools  performir^  on 
finished  in  diird  place  amor^  63  (16PF)  inventory  using  students  Nov.  9  are  William  Carey 

entries  in  the  Individual  News  in  the  Youdi  Challenge  Promam  College's  production  of  A 
Writing  competitioa  In  the  On-  WCC  conducts  at  Camp  Siaby.  Different  EJrummer  by  Gene 
line  Competiticm,  The  CoUe^an  McKirmey  at  10  a.m.;  and 

placed  second.  The  Mississippi  Theatre  Itawamba  Community  CoUege 

Association/Keiuiedy  Center  will  perform  Thyestes  by  Seneca 
Tommy  King,  professor  of  American  College  Theatre  at  8  p.m.  Schoob  performir^  on 
psychology  at  William  Carey  Festival  (ACTF)  will  be  held  Noy.  10  are  Delta  ^te 
College  (WCQ,  and  several  psy-  Nov.  7  dubugh  10  at  Mississippi  University's  Anna  Karenina  by 
dmlogy  students  are  assisting  Gulf  Coast  Commun^  Colle^  Helen  Edmundson  at  10  a.m.; 
two  publishing  companies  in  (MGCCC)  Jeff  Davis  Campus  m  followed  by  the  University  of 
redesigning  and  updating  die  Gulfport.  The  aims  of  this  Southern  Mississippi's  produc- 
two  most  ccxiunoiuy-used  LQ.  natiraud  dieaife  education  pro-  tion  of  Blood  Poetry  by 
tests  in  the  United  States.  The  gram  (KCACTF)  are  to  identify  Howard  Brenton  at  3  p.m.  For 
new  Stanford-Binet  (Fifdi  and  promote  qiiality  in  college-  irfformation  on  tickets  or  other 
Edition)  should  be  available  in  level  theatre  production.  Thm  -  irfformation  at>out  the  ^tival 
sprir^  0^2002.  The  Wechsler  ^  duee  festivals:  state,  region-  call  Wayne  Catlett  at  (228)  896- 
Intdlwenee  'Scale  for  Chikhen  and  national.  TheaWte  resti-  2^  or  RyaimSItflS  '^'t  (228) 
(Fourm  Edition)  is  die  most  val  begins  Nov.  7  with  897-37M. 


RA's  of  Evergreen  Church,  Louisville 


Younger  GA's  of  Evergreen  Qiurch,  Louisville 


The  Baptist  Record 


H  IK  I  II  M  l\i  ,  WAKI 
MW  OKI  I  ANS  |■,A!’I  IM 
rtlKHOCilC  Al  SI  MIN'  \KS 
ONI  OI  I  Ml  1  AlU.i  sl 
SI  min  mMI  !'■.  I  III  WOKI  I  • 


THANK  YOU, 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISES... 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rental^ 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-1601-924-1982"'  " 


I  HE  BAPTIST  RECORD 


GOD  IS  WORKING  dent  who  made  fun  of  the  Holy 

Spirit,  then  I  would  agree.  I  am  a 
Editor  tnistee  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  the  (NOBTS).  I  have  just  returned 
letter  written  by  Lou  Carroll  in  from  a  trustee  meeting.  Someone 
the  October  11  issue  of  the  Baptist  has  been  giving  the  writer  fal^ 
Record.  To  tire  statement  that  our  information.  NOBTS  has  the 
Baptist  denomination  is  not  what  l^est  eruollment  in  the  school's 
it  used  to  be,  I  say  praise  tire  history.  God  is  working  in  nuir- 
Lord.  Second,  if  any  person  or  velous  ways  at  NOBTC.  Chuck 
church  is  not  depending  on  the  Kelley  is  a  great  president. 

Lord  for  answers  or  do  not  feel  Albert-McMullen 
the  Spirit  working  throu^  tiieir  -  Merirhan  j 

activities,  it  is  not  the  faiut  of  the  .  '  ■ 

denominaticHT  but  the  individual 

or  church.  If  one  wants  the  Spirit  AIRING  DIRTY  LAUNDRY 
to  work  throu^  one's  self  or 
church,  all  the  denominations  in  Editor 

tire  world  can't  stop  tiiat  horn  I  would  like  to  answer  Lou 
happenmg.  Carroll  and  the  response  given 

I  keep  hearing  the  word  to  the  story  "EHsturbmg  Report," 
"takeover"  used  over  and  over.  If  in  the  S<rot.  20  and  Oct.  11  issues, 
tiiere  was  a  takeover,  who  had  it  I  understand  there  was  a 
before  the  takeover?  I  attended  wrong  committed  by  Russell 
most  all  those  amventions  and  Kammerling,  and  I  honestly 
that  there  was  always  a  majority  believe  he  will  be  punish^  for 
vote.  No  one  ever  asked  or  told  his  actions.  I  am  confident  ^t 
me  how  to  vote.  he  will  be  tried  and  sentenced  by 

The  writer  also  said  that  our  our  justice  system  and  govem- 
seminaries  have  been  destroyed  ment  for  his  crime  (sin), 
one  by  one.  If  by  being  destroyed.  What  I  do  not  understand  is 

he  means  rrolacing  professors  why  it  is  any  of  our  business  to 
like  one  I  hacT  when  I  was  a  stu-  know  the  dirty  laundry  of  the 


situation.  If  any  one  of  us  had  country,  just  as  much  as  destroy- 
committed  a  sin  such  as  this  I  am  ing  the  evil  terrorists.  We  must 
assured  that  Haskel  Stringer,  change  the  way  the  world  sees 
Lou  Carroll,  or  even  I  would  not  us  and  understands  us  so  that 
want  our  dirty  laundry  or  the  they  will  not  hate  us  so  much, 
dirty  laundry  of  our  families  Otey  Sherman 
published  so  all  could  see.  Charleston 

There  is  a  way  to  tell  the  news 
and  there  is  a  way  not  to  teU  it. 

To  the  editor  and  Baptist  Record  SEEKING  MEMORIES 

staff,  thanks  you  for  your  report 

and  how  you  told  the  news  Editor 

without  airmg  the  dirty  laundry  In  FAruary  2002,  First  Church, 
for  all  to  see.  Clinton,  will  celebrate  150  years 

Brian  Tillman  of  fdlowship  and  service.  In  ccm- 

Bay  Springs  necticm  with  this  celebration,  we 

are  soliciting  the  help  of  our  fel¬ 
low  Mississippi  Baptists.  We  need 
CHANGE  HATE  your  memories,  old  photomphs, 

and  mementos  connected  with 
Editor:  our  church  for  di^l^  during  a 

President  Bush  addressed  public  tour  of  our  raduties. 
how  he  responds  to  tiie  hatred  Please  mail  them  by 
for  America  that  is  seen  in  some  November  1  to  Sesquicentennial 
Islamic  countries.  He  said  he  "is  Committee,  Educahon  Subcom- 
amazed  that  there  is  such  misun-  mittee.  First  Baptist  Church,  P.  O. 
derstanding  of  what  our  country  Box  72,  Clintcm,  MS  39060. 
is  about,  that  people  would  hate  For  photographs  and 
us  so  much,  b«ause  I  know  how  mementos,  we  are  seeking 

food  we  are  —  we've  got  to  do  a  snapshots,  programs,  certifi- 
etter  job  of  making  our  case."  cates,  and  other  items  related  to 
This  statement  put  into  words  our  church.  We  plan  to  scan  or 
the  frustrations  we  feel  as  a  copy  these  documents  and 
nation.  The  stress  and  anxiety  we  return  them  to  you  as  soon  as 
experience  is  rooted  in  that  possible.  If  what  you  have  is  an 
ob^rvation.  We  just  can't  believe  object  such  as  a  GA  cape,  old 
that  someone  would  hate  us  that  quarterly,  or  other  item,  or  if 
much.  It  is  inconceivable  that  you  do  not  want  to  send  m 
someone  would  think  we  are  so  original  item,  please  write  and 
evil  as  to  be  willing  to  kill  us  at  tell  us  what  you  have.  We  will 
any  cost.  How  can  we  make  our  contact  you  about  borrowing 
case  understood  so  that  the  the  item  for  display. 

Islamic  countries  will  not  hate  us  Cynthia  Broome 
so?  That  is  a  challenge  to  our  Clinton 


A  iDBhR  25,  2001 - 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  irKlude 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  indances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Homecomings 


Bethel,  Aberdeen:  125th 
anniversary;  Nov.  4;  services, 
10  a.m.;  dinner  served  followed 
by  The  Gospel  Travelers  of 
West  Point  in  concert.  Chris 
Colburn  is  pastor. 

Oak  Grove,  Carthage:  109th 
anniversary;  Oct.  28;  10:30 
a.m.;  Tom  Bentley,  former  pas¬ 
tor  and  missionary  to  South 
American  countries,  evange¬ 
list;  special  music  led  by  Lamar 
Ethredge;  music  provided  by 
Sonrise,  a  singing  group;  Paul 
H.  Leber,  pastor. 

Liberty,  Newton:  Oct.  28; 
services,  10  a.m.-noon  followed 
by  dinner;  J.  B.  Costilow,  pastor. 

Are  your  seniors  tired  of  ^ 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP^  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
an  aisle,  raised  roof 
&  electhc  step 

CM  Td«Me  Mn  t  But  lodiy!  140M3M622 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
www.trl-statevanbus.com 


Bentonia  (Yazoo):  celebra¬ 
tion  of  95  years;  Oct.  28;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  noon  meal;  Don  Jones, 
guest  speaker;  Oct.  27;  fall  festi-' 
val  2  p.m.;  activities  include 
gospel  singing  featuring  The 
Master's  Men  and  Outcry;  for 
additional  information,  contact 
D.  J.  Speckner,  pastor,  at  (662) 
755-2193. 

Ludlow  (Scott):  Oct.  28;  10 
a.m.;  ncx)n  meal  in  fellowship 
hall;  Jim  Bums,  Standing  Pine 
Church,  Walnut  Grove,  guest 
speaker;  Dwight  Cooper, 
music;  M.  L.  Wallace,  pastor. 

Hillsboro  (Scott):  Oct.  28; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  message  by 
Howard  Benton,  former  pastor; 
lunch;  afternoon  service  with 
choir's  presentation  of 

Homecoming  Qay,  musical  by 
Irene  Martin,  director  of  music; 
message  by  Herbert  Eichelberger, 
former  pastor;  EXjug  Pitts,  pastor. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Pass  It  On! 

Acts  10 

By  Wayne  Marshall  religion  and  the 


entire  group  of  people,  an  entire  group  of  peoj 
being  invited  to  partici-  hear  the  Gospel  and  i 
pate  in  the  kii^dom.  In  Jesus  as  Lord  of  their  live 
Acts  10:6-22  I^ter  has  Could  it  be  said  toda; 
the  vision  of  clean  and  our  families  and  home 
unclean.  Verse  15  awaiting  the  opportuni 
instructs  him:  "what  share  the  Gospel  with  s 
God  hath  cleansed  call  one?  Is  our  ooedience 
no  man  common."  date? 

The  position,  preju-  A  family  must  be  sat 
dices,^and  practice  of  (w..  10:34-43).  The  exchar 
Peter's  life  were  about  to  communication  and  testi 
of  both  change.  He  went  with  the  ser-  must  have  been  exc 
truction.  vants  of  Cornelius  on,  a  trip  Verses  24-33  share 
rd  com-  that  would  brand  the  course  of  exchange.  As  both  men  s 
lis  devo-  evangelism  forever.  their  vision  it  was  obviou 

Yet  the  A  family  must  be  sensitive  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
a  to  take  (w.  10:23-33).  For  a  devout  Jew  about  to  take  root  in  new, 
lis  deeds  to  enter  the  home  of  a  Gentile  gry^repared  hearts, 
res  com-  was  unthinkable.  But  the  Good  Three  things  are  evid< 
mow  the  News  transcends  all  cultures.  Peter  prepared  to  preach. 

Cornelius  and  Peter  both  had  there  is  an  exercise  in  hea 
him  to  lessons  they  were  to  learn.  perception.  Verse  34  tel 

tell  him  One  sensitive  area  was  the  that  Peter  "perceived" 

;  Gospel,  obedience  of  Peter.  After  his  God  had  done.  It  means  tl 
search  of  vision  on  the  rooftop  he  spiritually  understood  ( 

1  or  in  became  moldable  in  the  nands  movement  though  he  i 

of  the  Spirit.  This  would  allow  not  have  culturally  u 
y  to  an  an  entire  family  and  ultimately,  stood.  Thank  God  for  the 


Marshall 


of  the  lyrics  read,  "It  only  takes 
a  spark  to  get  a  fire  going." 
Another  one  read,  "you  want 
to  pass  it  on!" 

This  week's  lesson  focuses 
on  a  family  whose  desire  for 
the  Good  News  changed  their 
lives  and  the  lives  of  the  entire 
Gentile  world. 

A  family  must  be  searching 
(w.  1-5).  In  Acts  10  Cornelius,  a 

gentile,  enters  the  picture  of 
lospel  expansion. 

Tne  Scriptures  tell  us  of  his 
religious  fervor.  He  was  a  man 
of  prayer  and  good  deeds  to 
others.  Yet  with  the  practice  of 


Pro 


Explore  the  Bible 

Guidance  in  Godliness 

1  Thessalonians  5:12-28 


prayer,  and  boundless  At  this  point  Paul  shifts 
thanks  were  tluee  appar-  from  the  inner  life  to  commu- 
ent  manifestations  of  the  nal  worship.  Order  and  con- 
Christian's  life  with  God.  trol  within  the  corporate  wor- 
"Be  joyful  always,"  a  ship  service  was  necessary, 
command  repeated  over  but  over-control  was  detri- 
two  dozen  times  in  mental.  To  deny  or  restrict  the 
Paul's  epistles,  has  been  gift  of  prophecy  was  likened 
called  "essentially  to  quenching  the  burning 
Christian,"  since  our  presence  of  God. 
faith  is  based  on  "glad  Prophecy  was  not  always 
idings  of  great  joy."  prediction.  It  was  also  procla- 

it  does  "pray  continually  mation.  The  Thessalonians 
Some  sort  of  nonstop  were  instructed  not  to  "treat 
g?  No,  it  means  our  life  prophecies  with  contempt." 
be  lived  in  a  continual  However,  Paul,  in  recognizing 
of  prayer,  recognizing  the  danger  of  false  pro^ecies, 
raver  as  an  activity  is  a  urged  tne  believers  to  "test 
f  life,  but  prayer  as  an  everything,"  and  reject  what- 
e  is  the  whole  of  life.  ever  did  not  strengthen  and 
fe  tlwiks  in  all  circum-  build  up  the  church. 

is  a  command  that  Guiaance  in  reliance  (w. 
out  of  the  other  two,  23-28).  After  these  fifteen 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  »  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  apedad  events 
that  take  puKe  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  siibmitled  for  publication  fo  The 
Baptist  Reobrd  must  be  either  <a)  tynewrit- 
ton,  (b)  needy  prim^  on  8 


news  Hems  are  subject  to  editing, 
I  phoSographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


pirig.  News  neths  andfor  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Desline  (qr  submitting  news  is  one 
wciwpriorto  requeued  publication  date. 

■i 

A/ticki  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
te.fo^|lshed  on  a  spacfr<vatej)te  bash. 


Domestic  Abuse 


O  Lord  God  of  my  salxjation,  I  have  cried 
night  and  day  before  thee:  Let  my  prayer 
come  before  thee:  incline  thine  ear  unto  my 
cry:  for  my  soul  is  full  of  trou- 
bles:  and  my  life  aravxth  nigh 
unto  the  grave. 

-  Psalm  88:1-3 


Approximately  2.5  million  women  a  ♦  Approximately  one  in  five 
year  are  seized  and  fimneled  into  vari-  female  mgh'' school  students  .A 
ous  countries'  slave  industry.  reports  bemg  physically  or 

■  sexually  abused  by  a  dat-^^H 

♦  One-fourth  to  one-half  ing  partner. 
of  all  the  women  throughout 

the  world  have  been  victims  You  may  be  thinking 
of  some  kind  of  abuse.  that  these  are  world^^^^^^l 

and  national  but  not 

♦  More  than  one  million  Mississippi  trends. 
children,  mostly  female,  are  so,  you  are  wrong. 


This  is  a  social  ill  that  has  not 
cmd  will  not  go  away.  As  a 

Kian  community  we 
:  a  responsibility  to 
id  up,  to  speak  out, 
d  to  share  m  a  min- 
itry  to  the  victims  of 
lu^  abuse. 

In  No  Place  for 
Abuse,  the  authors 
suggest  the  church 
must  break  their 


This  saddest  of  all  psalms  is 
devoid  of  botii  hope  and  hap¬ 
piness.  In  fact,  die  last  word  m 
dtis  psalm  is  darkness.  The 


m  1999,  Mississippi 
statistics  revealed  mat 
1,568  victims  of  abuse 
were  sheltered  along 
with  1,945  children. 

There  were  16,923  cri-^^^^^H 
sis  calls  received  along 
with  43,773  calls  for^^^^H 
information  or  referral. 

These  figures  are^^^H 
alarming,  but  when  one^^^f 
considers  that  conservative^^^ 

^^^estimates  are  that  only^^^^^^^^ 

^^^^^half  of  abuse  cases  are  ♦  develop  safety  plans  for 

^^^^^^reported,  then  these  figures  women  in  abusive  situations,  that  is, 
become  frightening.  offer  safe  homes  where  they  can  stay  on 

Who  are  these  women,  an  interim  basis. 

^^^^^^^^the  ones  who  suffer  such 

abuse?  You  walk  beside  ♦  change  their  mind-set  from  one  of 
them  every  time  you  go  automatically  disbelieving  a  woman's 
to  the  groce^  market  story  of  being  battered  to  one  of  open- 
m  snopping  center,  ness,  receptiveness,  and  sympatiiy. 

^  ^BYou  lead  <meers  with 

them  at  your  child's  ♦  help  abusers  get  into  batterers 
ballgames.  You  car-  groups,  to  recognize  what  they  have 
pool  with  them  on  the  done,  and  to  take  steps  to  avoid  the 
w^  to  the  office.  behavior. 

They  are  your 

leagues  at  work.  And  ♦  provide  educational  materials  so 
unforhmately  so,  you  the  congregation  is  aware  of  the  preva- 
sit  beside  them  in  Bible  lence  cmd  seriousness  of  abuse, 
study  and  worship 

every  Sunday.  They  are  From  the  perspective  of  tiie  cross,  vio- 
the  ones  who  often  greet  lence  against  women  is  exposed  as  sin 
you  with  a  smile  as  you  meet  that  divides  humankind,  viomtes  tiie  dig- 
them,  but  their  inner  self  is  nity  of  God's  creation,  abuses  power,  and 
battered  and  scarred.  obstructs  the  gospel  message  of  salvation 

Many  are  afraid  to  tell  their  story  and  freedom  (No  Place  for  Muse,  pg.  83). 
because  of  possible  retaliation  and  the  As  a  Christian  community,  we  cannot 
fact  that  others  often  reject  their  story  as  continue  our  silence  and  remain  faithful 
a  mere  exaggeration.  to  the  teaching  of  God's  word  and  to  the 

Perhaps  a  better  question  might  be,  example  of  moraliw  modeled  by  Jesus 
who  are  the  abusers?  They  are  the  men  himself.  Proverbs  3:31  states,  "Do  not 
you  meet  every  day.  Domestic  violence  envy  the  violent  and  do  not  choose  any 


break  their 

II  "code  of  silence."  The 
I  church  must  become 
I  more  involved  in 
I  helping  alleviate  these 
f  horrible  abuses  and 
provide  more  help  and 
ministry  to  the  victims. 
One  of  the  authors, 
Catiierine  Clark  Kroeger 
uggests  that  the  church 
BOS  to: 


writer  realizes  that  if  God 
doesn't  hear  his  cries,  then  no 
one  else  will 

Millions  of  women  world¬ 
wide  can  identify  with  the 
message  of  these  verses. 

Their  constant  companions 
are  disappointment,  despair,  dejection,  imdeveloped*  *  and  underprivilegec 
danger,  and  even  death.  They  are  con-  naticms.  But  information  from  the  if.  S 
stantly  stalked  by  abuse  and  hatred.  For  Department  of  Justice  and  otiier  otganiza- 
the  most  part  they  suffer  and  cry  in  tions  refute  such  tiKmgfits.  For  instance: 
silence  because  their  stories  seem  so 

unreal  and  unbelievable.  ♦  Approximately  250,000^^^H 

The  Washington  Hmes,  <1  weekly  news-  females  are  employed  in  ille-^^^^^| 
paper,  has  produced  a  special  report,  "The  gal  sweatshops. 

War  Against  Women,"  which  reve^  die 

plight  of  women  ciround  die  world.  ♦  Somewhere  bet- 

ween  50,000  to  70,000 
♦  Some  100  million  women  are  miss-  women  are  in  bondage 
ing  from  the  current  ixipulation.  as  sex  slaves  in 

Many  were  miuxlered  by  their  par-  country. 
ents  because  they  were  girls,  others  died 

because  medical  treatment  in  some  ♦  Women  brought 
countries  is  denied  to  females.  into  the  U.S.A.  oy 

Maiw  were  mvirdered  by  their  inti-  prostitution  rin^  are^^^^^^^^H 
mates  (husband  or  boyfriend).  forced  to  engage  in  sex 


Porter 


♦  The  U.  S. 
Surgeon  General 
reports  that  domestic 


♦  In  China,  due  toH 
ultrasound  technolo-V 
gy,  many  parents  learn  V 
tne  gender  of  their  1 
imbom  children  and  are' 
aborting  far  more  girl 
babies  man  boys.  , 


♦  GlobaU; 
enslaved  toe 


more  women  are  ” 
y  than  in  the  1700's. 


Experts:  don't  back  away  from  Muslims 


Pakistani 
Baptists  ask 
for  prayer 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
When  the  bombing  in 
Afghanistan  began,  Baptists  in 
a  church  in  neighboring 
Pakistan  had  just  concluded 
the  evening  service.  The  pas¬ 
tor,  Daniel  Sardar,  has  asked 
Baptists  around  the  world  to 
pray  for  believers  there  and 
their  witness  for  Christ  at  this 
very  critical  time. 

Sardar  says  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  so  far  protected  his 
church  and  they  are  safe  but 
there  is  a  lot  of  anti-  American 
resentment  in  the  area  where 
they  live  and  Christians  are 
accused  of  being  against  their 
country  and  for  America.  He 
emphasizes  that  Osama  bin 
Laden  is  a  hero  of  Islam  in  that 
fjart  of  the  world  and  Christians 
are  treated  as  foreigners. 

Sardar  says  that  they  have 
complete  trust  in  the  Lord, 
"We  know  that  he  is  in  control 
of  everything  and  every  situa¬ 
tion." 


By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 
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Clue:  P  =  W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  James  Two:  Five. 


RICHMOND, 
Va.  (BP)  — 
Christians  should 
not  use  the  terror¬ 
ist  attacks  of  Sept. 
11  as  an  excuse  to 
back  aw^  from 
the  Muslim 
world,  according 
to  Christian 
experts  on 

Islamic  beliefs. 

Yet  while  most 
Muslims  do  not 
participate  in  ter¬ 
rorist  activities, 
Islam  is  an 
aggressive  mis¬ 
sionary  religion 
that  is  competing 
for  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  people 
around  the  world, 
added  a  longtime 
missionary 
amcH^  Muslims. 

"The  average 
Muslim  is  not 
about  to  engage 
in  [terrorist]  achv- 


Ravi  also 
stressed  building 
long-term 
"bridg  es  of 
frienoship"  with 
Muslims,  taking 
die  time  to 
imderstand  their 
faith  and  sharing 
in  ways  that  are 
culturally  appro¬ 
priate. 

An  NAME 
video,  "The  Cross 
or  tile  Crescent," 
explores  Islam  in- 
depth  from  the 
perspective  of 
Doth  Islamic  lead¬ 
ers  <ind  Christian 
observers. 

Douglas  has 
been  encouraged 
by  encounters  in 
recent  days  with 
Christian  workers 
in  Muslim  cul¬ 
tures  who  are 
eager  to  continue 

SUBMISSION  —  Observant  Muslims  sumbit  to  prayer  five  times  daily.  Islam  is  an  aggressively  serving  there.  The 


ity,"  said  Robert  evangelistic  faith  that  has  made  significant  inroads  in  the  United  States  and  in  states  such  as  trauma  of  the  last 


Douglas,  profes-  Mississippi  over  the  past  few  decades.  (BP  photo) 
sor  of  intercultur-  - 


al  studies  at  Lincoln  (Ill.)  Christian 
Seminary.  "Muslims  that  I  have  known  and 
been  in  touch  with,  both  in  this  country 
and  around  the  world,  generaUy  are  not 
supportive  of  this  type  of  thing." 

Meanwhile,  the  missionary,  who  cannot 
be  identified  for  security  reasons,  said, 
"While  most  of  Islam's  leaders  are  not  ter¬ 
rorists,  they  still  are  set  on  converting 
evetyone  in  the  world  to  their  religi^on. 

"Islam  is  now  the  largest  iKxi-Christian 
religion  in  America,  and  it  is  growing  in 
Europe,  Atika,  and  other  parts  of  tiie  wond." 

Some  Americans  have  expressed  a  grow¬ 
ing  fear  of  Muslims  and  Islamic  nations  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Sept  11  attacks  against  the 
World  Trade  Center  towers  and  the 
Pentagon,  but  for  Christians  fear  should 
neither  prevent  them  from  reaching  out  to 
Muslims  in  the  United  States  nor  from  serv¬ 
ing  in  Muslim  areas,  Douglas  said. 

While  missionaries  have  always  been  at 
some  risk  in  Muslim  nations,  that  risk  has 
not  increased  significantly  following  the 
attacks,  he  added. 

"Conditions  in  the  Muslim  world  eener- 


For  example.  Surah  8,  verse  5  states: 
"Fight  and  slay  the  Pagans  [non-Muslims] 
wherever  ye  find  them,  and  seize  them, 
beleaguer  them,  and  lie  in  wait  for  them  in 
every  stratagem  [of  war]." 

In  fact,  the  word  "Islam"  means  submis¬ 
sion.  It  emphasizes  submission  of  Muslims 
to  God,  out  also  submission  of  non- 
Muslims  to  Muslims,  the  missionary  said. 

"Islam's  domineering  nature  is  seen  the 
clearest  in  lands  where  it  is  the  predominant 
religion,"  tiie  missionary  said.  "TTiere, 
Christians  are  second-class  citizens,  at  best, 
and  often  face  persecution.  Muslims  who 
convert  to  Christianity  often  face  persecution 
from  their  families,  prison,  torture,  or  deatii." 

Douglas  wamra  against  allowing  anger 
to  embitter  Christians  towards  Musums. 

"We  cannot  allow  our  attitude  toward 
missions  and  outreach  to  be  determined  by 
the  bad  acts  of  a  few  people,"  he  said. 

Instead  of  fear  or  apathy,  Douglas  hopes 


three  weeks  has 
"in  no  way  less¬ 
ened  their  desire  and  commitment  to  carry 
on  the  cause  of  Christ,"  he  reported. 

"Christians  need  to  be  willmg  to  venture 
out  even  in  what  appear  to  be  difficult  and 
sometimes  dcmgerous  areas  for  the  cause  of 
Christ,"  he  said.  "It's  worth  going  into  dif¬ 
ficult  areas.  It's  worth  taking  risks.  Can  we 
do  any  less?" 


♦  As  conditions  in  Afghanistan  change, 
Southern  Baptists  will  have  key  opportunities 
to  proclaim  the  gospel  and  minister  to  people 
in  crisis.  For  information  on  how  you  and 
your  church  can  help,  visit 
nttp://www.imb.org.  Contributions  can  be 
sent  to  International  Mission  Board,  General 
Relief  Fund  —  Afghanistan,  P.O.  Box  6767, 
Richmond,  VA  232j0. 

♦  North  American  Mission  Board's  "Belief 
Bulletin"  on  Islam:  http://www.namb.net/root/ 


me  Daa  acts  ot  a  lew  people,  ne  said.  bulletin  on  Islam:  mtp:/twww.namb.net/root/ 

Instead  of  fear  or  apathy,  Douglas  hopes  resources/beliefbulletins/relijnons/islam.asp. 
the  attacks  will  spur  Christians  to  under-  ♦  "The  Cross  or  the  Crescent"  resource 
stand  Islam  and  take  Christ's  love  to  kit:  http://www.namb.net/enews/closeout/ 
Muslims  around  the  world.  cross  crescent.htm. 


ally  have  not  changed,"  Douglas  said.  "We 
think  of  a  great  ded  of  terrorist  activity  and 
fear,  but  life  goes  on  [there],  so  people 
should  not  use  these  events  to  back  away 
from  the  Muslim  world." 

Christians  can  offer  assurance  of  eternal 
salvation,  noted  N.S.R.K.  Ravi,  an  expert 
on  Eastern  religions  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  North  American  Mission  Board. 

One  motivation  for  terrorists  is  that 
mar^dom,  according  to  some  Muslim 
writings,  guarantees  a  place  in  paradise. 
Islam  normally  offers  no  such  promises. 

Ravi  also  said  that  in  the  modem  plural¬ 
istic  world  Islamic  scholars  should  be  more 
vocal  in  pointing  out  more  pea  .jful  inter¬ 
pretations  of  their  writings. 

"Islam  speaks  a  lot  aTOut  the  mercy  of 
God,  but  Islamic  scholars  have  to  find  and 
research  and  interpret  the  mercy  of  God 
more  to  their  followers,"  Ravi  said.  "It  is 
the  Islamic  people  of  the  West  who  have  to 
be  mediators,  saying  to  the  fundamentalist 
states,  'This  is  not  the  Koran.  You  are  going 
on  tile  wrong  path.'" 

The  missKxiaiy,  meanwhile,  noted  tiiat 
Islam's  holy  book,  tiie  Koran,  does  contain 
■pwHiiageatiMfseemtoiua^vitrfgicieafiginBt- 
people  who  do  not  suDmit  to  Islam's  rue. 


The  Baptist  Record- 


SEEKING  GOD  —  As  the  followers  of  Moharhmed  Cod  through  their  faith,  Christian 

experts  on  Isjam  arewrgtfig  the  feiipwersof  lesu^to  stepup  efforts  ta^sprsadthfuCood  News 
around  the  world.  (BP  photo)  / 
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